ON ACCENT JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS ECOLOGY & ENGINEERING

h‘ EE \,;/\J Peer Reviewed and Refereed Journal, ISSN NO. 2456-1037
\“’552}5'& Available Online: www.ajeee.co.in/index.php/AJEEE

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF INDIA'S ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES WITH INTERNATIONAL BEST
PRACTICES

Dr. Sourabh Kumar Jain
Professor, JVWU, Jaipur Rajasthan

Dr. Kamatam Kiran
Academic Consultant, Department of Environmental Science
S.V.U. College of Sciences, Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati
kiran.sairam@gmail.com

Abstract: Environmental protection and sustainable development have
emerged as critical priorities in global governance during the 21st century,
particularly in the context of increasing climate change, biodiversity loss,
and resource depletion. India, as one of the world’s fastest-growing
economies, faces the complex challenge of achieving a balance between
rapid economic development and environmental sustainability. This
research paper provides a comprehensive analysis of India’s environmental
laws and sustainable development policies, examining their scope,
effectiveness, and alignment with international best practices, including
global conventions, regulatory frameworks, and sustainability standards. It
explores key legislations such as pollution control laws, biodiversity
conservation measures, and climate policies, while also assessing India’s
commitments under international agreements. The study highlights both
strengths, such as a robust legal and constitutional framework, and
persistent challenges, including weak enforcement, institutional
inefficiencies, and limited public participation. The findings suggest that
while India has made notable progress in aligning with global sustainability
goals, greater emphasis is required on transparency, accountability, and
effective policy integration to ensure long-term environmental protection and
sustainable growth.
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1. INTRODUCTION protection and social equity. It
Sustainable development is a emphasizes meeting the needs of
comprehensive approach to growth the present without compromising
that seeks to balance economic the ability of future generations to
progress with environmental meet their own needs. This concept
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has gained global recognition as
nations increasingly  confront
environmental degradation,
climate change, and resource
scarcity. By integrating economic,
environmental, and social
dimensions, sustainable
development provides a framework
for long-term, inclusive, and
responsible growth.

The idea of sustainable

development was formally
recognized at the global level
during  the United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development, where countries
adopted  principles to guide
environmental  protection and
development strategies. This

landmark event led to the
formulation of the Rio Declaration,
which introduced key principles
such as the  precautionary
approach, polluter pays principle,
and public participation. These
principles continue to influence
environmental
worldwide, including in India.

governance

India, as a rapidly
developing country, faces
significant environmental

challenges due to accelerated
industrialization, urban expansion,
and population growth. The
increasing demand for natural
resources has led to deforestation,
air and water pollution,
biodiversity loss, and climate
vulnerability. Rapid urbanization
has further strained infrastructure
and environmental resources,

making sustainable planning an
urgent necessity.

Recognizing these
challenges, India has established a
strong legal and policy framework
for  environmental protection.
Various laws have been enacted to
regulate pollution, conserve
natural resources, and protect
ecosystems. Additionally,
constitutional = provisions and
judicial interventions have
reinforced environmental rights as
part of the right to life, thereby

strengthening environmental
governance in the country.
India’s approach to

sustainable development is also
shaped by its commitment to
international environmental
agreements and frameworks. The
country actively participates in
global initiatives and aligns its
domestic policies with
international standards. One of the
most significant global frameworks
guiding sustainable development
today is the United Nations

Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), which provide a
comprehensive roadmap for
addressing global challenges such
as  poverty, inequality, and

environmental degradation.

The adoption of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable
Development has further
strengthened India’s commitment
to  sustainability. The SDGs
encourage countries to integrate
environmental considerations into
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development planning, promote
clean energy, ensure sustainable
consumption, and protect
ecosystems. India has incorporated
these goals into its national

policies and development
strategies, demonstrating its
commitment to achieving

sustainable and inclusive growth.
Despite these efforts, India
continues to face challenges in
effectively implementing
environmental laws and policies.
Issues such as weak enforcement,

lack of coordination among
institutions, limited public
awareness, and resource
constraints hinder the
achievement of  sustainability
objectives.  Bridging the gap

between policy formulation and
implementation remains a critical
concern for policymakers and
stakeholders.

In this context, a
comparative study of India’s
environmental laws and

sustainable development policies
with international best practices
becomes
analysis helps identify strengths,
gaps, and opportunities for
improvement in India’s
environmental governance system.
By learning from global
experiences and adopting
innovative approaches, India can
enhance its capacity to achieve
sustainable development while
ensuring environmental protection
and socio-economic progress.

essential. Such an

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

« To analyze India’s
environmental laws and
policies

e To examine international
environmental best practices

« To compare India’s
framework with global
standards

o To identify gaps and suggest
improvements

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative and
descriptive research methodology
based entirely on secondary data
sources. The data has been
collected from a wide range of

credible materials, including
government reports, policy
documents, environmental
legislation, and official

publications from institutions such
as the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and
the United Nations Environment
Programme. In addition,
international conventions, treaties,
and frameworks have been
examined to understand global
environmental standards and best
practices.  Academic  journals,
books, research papers, and online
databases have also been reviewed
to provide theoretical and
analytical insights. The study
involves a comparative analysis
approach, India’s
environmental laws and
sustainable development policies
against international benchmarks

evaluating
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to identify similarities, differences,
strengths, and gaps. This
methodology enables a
comprehensive understanding of
environmental governance and

supports the formulation of
meaningful conclusions and
recommendations.

4. OVERVIEW OF
ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS
India has developed a
comprehensive legal framework for
environmental protection.
4.1 Constitutional Provisions
o Article 21: Right to a healthy
environment
e Article 48A: State duty to
protect environment
e Article S1A(g):
responsibility

INDIA’S

Citizen

4.2 Major Environmental Laws

e Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act,
1974

e Air (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1981

e Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986
e Forest Conservation Act,

1980
o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
o Biological Diversity Act,
2002
These laws regulate pollution,
conserve biodiversity, and ensure
environmental governance.

4.3 Institutional Mechanisms
e Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC)
e Central and State Pollution
Control Boards

¢ National Green Tribunal
(NGT)
5. INDIA’S SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES
India has adopted multiple policies
to promote sustainability:
e National Action Plan on
Climate Change (NAPCC)
e National Environment Policy,
2006
e Swachh Bharat Mission
e« Renewable Energy Policies
e Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)
implementation
India aims to reduce emissions
intensity and expand renewable
energy capacity significantly.

6. INTERNATIONAL BEST
PRACTICES
6.1 Key Global Frameworks
e Rio Declaration (1992)
o Paris Agreement (2015)
e UN Sustainable Development
Goals (2030 Agenda)
e Convention on Biological
Diversity

6.2 Principles of International
Environmental Law

e Precautionary Principle

o Polluter Pays Principle
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e Sustainable Development e Environmental Impact
Principle Assessment (EIA)
o Intergenerational Equity e Circular Economy Practices
These frameworks emphasize
6.3 Global Standards accountability, transparency, and
e ISO 14001 Environmental sustainability.
Management Systems
7. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS TABLE
Criteria India International Best
Practices
Legal Framework Comprehensive laws | Integrated and adaptive
(EPA 1986, Air & |legal systems
Water Acts)
Implementation Weak enforcement in | Strong enforcement
many cases mechanisms
Judicial Role Active judiciary | Independent environmental
(NGT, Supreme | courts/tribunals
Court)
Public Participation Limited awareness | High public involvement

and participation

and transparency

Environmental
Impact Assessment

Mandatory but often
criticized

Strict and transparent EIA
procedures

Policy Integration Fragmented across | Holistic and integrated
sectors approach

Climate Emission reduction | Aggressive targets with

Commitments targets, renewable | accountability

energy focus

Use of Technology

Growing adoption

Advanced monitoring and
data systems

Corporate CSR provisions exist | Strong ESG and

Responsibility sustainability reporting
norms

Compliance Regulatory-driven Market-based instruments

Mechanisms (carbon  trading, green
finance)

. KEY FINDINGS

e India has

strong

legislative framework but .

faces
challenges

implementation

Environmental governance is
often reactive rather than
preventive

Public awareness and
participation remain limited
International frameworks
emphasize  accountability
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and transparency, which
India needs to strengthen

e Sustainable development
policies in India are evolving
but require better
coordination

9. CHALLENGES IN INDIA
e Weak enforcement of laws
e Industrial pollution and
urbanization
e Climate change vulnerability
e Lack of coordination between
agencies
e Limited
infrastructure
Despite strong laws, enforcement
gaps reduce effectiveness.

technological

10. RECOMMENDATIONS
e Strengthen enforcement
mechanisms
« Enhance public participation
and awareness
e Adopt global best practices
like carbon markets

e Improve Environmental
Impact Assessment
processes

e Increase use of technology
and data monitoring

e Promote sustainable
industrial practices

11. CONCLUSION

India has made notable progress in
developing a comprehensive
framework of environmental laws
and  sustainable  development
policies aimed at balancing
economic growth with ecological

protection. Constitutional
provisions, legislative measures,
and institutional mechanisms have
collectively strengthened
environmental governance.
Initiatives aligned with global
frameworks such as the Paris
Agreement and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
demonstrate India’s commitment
to addressing climate change and
promoting sustainability at both
national and international levels.
However, despite the
existence of a strong legal and
policy framework, significant gaps
persist in terms of implementation,
enforcement, and
among regulatory bodies. Issues
such as weak monitoring systems,
lack of accountability, and limited
public participation continue to

coordination

hinder the  effectiveness  of
environmental governance.
Compared to international best
practices, India still faces

challenges in adopting integrated
and transparent approaches that
ensure consistent compliance and
long-term
protection.

To bridge these gaps, there
is a need for a shift towards
proactive and technology-driven
environmental management. The
adoption of advanced monitoring
systems, data analytics, and digital
governance tools can enhance
transparency and efficiency.
Furthermore, strengthening
institutional capacity, promoting

environmental
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environmental awareness, and 3. United Nations Environment
encouraging stakeholder Programme (2022). Global
participation will play a crucial role Environment Outlook Report.

in improving policy implementation 4. Paris Agreement (2015).

and ensuring sustainable United Nations Framework

outcomes. Convention on Climate
In conclusion, aligning Change (UNFCCC).

India’s environmental policies with 5. United Nations Conference on

global best practices is essential Environment and

for achieving sustainable Development (1992). Rio
development goals while Declaration on Environment
safeguarding natural resources. A and Development.

holistic approach that integrates 6. World Bank (2021). World

legal reforms, technological Development Report: Data for

innovation, and participatory Better Lives.

governance will enable India to 7. Organisation for Economic

address its environmental Co-operation and

challenges more effectively. By Development (2020).

reinforcing its commitment to Environmental Performance

sustainability, India can pave the Reviews.

way for inclusive growth and long- 8. Sands, P., & Peel, J. (2018).

term ecological resilience. Principles  of International
Environmental Law.
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